
Claiborne County Schools 
2016 - 2017 Assessment Schedule 

 

As required by Public Chapter 892, this is a listing of state and district mandated 
assessments for the 2016 - 2017 school year.  

The 2016-17 TCAP assessment shares the same goals we have been working toward for several 
years: it is a better, fully aligned assessment that captures the depth and breadth of what 
students are learning—and have been learning—in the classroom every day. The information 
from this assessment will provide educators, parents, and students with a big-picture 
perspective on how they are progressing academically compared to their peers across 
Tennessee, and better information about a student’s strengths, needs, and areas for growth.  

State tests should always complement the other feedback loops that teachers, parents, and 
students use to get a more complete picture of a student’s development, including classroom 
performance, report cards, portfolios, performances, and other ways students show their 
growth. State tests are not meant to be the sole driver of any instructional decisions.  

For the 2016-17 TCAP, the department will work with a qualified, proven vendor; streamline 
and reduce testing time; and reset the conversation on the role of assessments in Tennessee. 
The department heard from educators, families, and students—as well as the state’s 
Assessment Task Force, which was created to support intentional and streamlined 
assessments—about their ideas to improve testing and was able to take significant steps in 
response 

Questar, a national leader in large-scale assessment, will be the primary vendor for the 2016-17 
Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP). Students, teachers, and parents 
deserve a better testing experience in Tennessee, and we are looking forward to working with 
Questar and the state department of education to measure student learning in a meaningful 
way and ensure students are on track.  

 

 

 



3-8 ELA             

Students in grades 3–11 will take the ELA test in four subparts. The first subpart will ask 
students to respond to a text-dependent writing prompt. The other subparts will include 
multiple item types. All subparts will be administered near the end of the school year. 

The writing portion that had previously been tested as a Part I in February has now been folded 
into the English language arts assessment at the end of the school year, which will be given in 
four shorter subparts over the course of one assessment window. The department has worked 
with its new vendor, Questar, to expedite the hand-scoring process—which is the reason why 
the writing section has traditionally been given earlier—and will provide guidance to districts 
about how to schedule this subpart early in the test window. The department is also reducing 
questions where possible 

Required 

Yes, State 

Applicable Federal/State Law 

ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act) 

Purpose & Use 

Measure student mastery of grade level content standards and demonstrate progress on the 
path to postsecondary and the workforce. Provide feedback on student academic progress, 
comparison of performance against student’s peers, inform curricular and instructional 
decisions at all levels, and to inform state intervention and support. 

Administration Window 

 April 17, 2017 – May 5, 2017 

Length of Assessment 

Grade 3 - 5:    Subpart 1: 75 minutes (writing)  

Subpart 2: 35 minutes  

Subpart 3: 35 minutes  

Subpart 4: 50 minutes  

Total: 195 minutes (95 minute reduction)  



Grades 6 – 8:   Subpart 1: 85 minutes (writing)  

Subpart 2: 50 minutes  

Subpart 3: 50 minutes  

Subpart 4: 45 minutes 

 Total: 230 minutes  (90 minute reduction)  

 

Results to Parents & Students 

With this assessment, you will receive a detailed parent report, where each subject will be 
broken down into categories of skills to show where a student is doing well or needs some extra 
help. Teachers and parents can this use information to provide more focused supports or to 
find opportunities for advanced coursework, depending on the student’s needs. 

 

3-8 MATH            

Part I has been eliminated for all assessments in the 2016-17 school year. Instead, the math 
assessment will be given at the end of the school year over the course of three shorter 
subparts. Concepts that had been incorporated into Part I will now be assessed using math 
problems called integrated tasks, which will include problem-solving skills. As was the case for 
last year’s test, there will be a mix of calculator-permitted and calculator-prohibited subparts.  
Depending on the grade, a student in grades 3-8 will see a reduction of 20-25 minutes in math. 
Each End of Course assessment in math has been shortened by 65 minutes—which is more than 
a 30 percent reduction from last year 

Required 

Yes, State 

Applicable Federal/State Law 

ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act) 

Purpose & Use 

Measure student mastery of grade level content standards and demonstrate progress on the 
path to postsecondary and the workforce. Provide feedback on student academic progress, 



comparison of performance against student’s peers, inform curricular and instructional 
decisions at all levels, and to inform state intervention and support. 

Administration Window 

April 17, 2017 – May 5, 2017 

Length of Assessment 

Grades 3 – 5:  Subpart 1: 45 minutes (no calc)  

Subpart 2: 30 minutes (calculator)  

Subpart 3: 40 minutes (calculator)  

Total: 115 minutes  (20 minute reduction) 

Grades 6 – 8:  Subpart 1: 40 minutes (no calc)  

Subpart 2: 30 minutes (calculator) 

 Subpart 3: 55 minutes (calculator) 

 Total: 125 minutes    (25 minute reduction) 

 

Results to Parents & Students 

With this assessment, you will receive a detailed parent report, where each subject will be 
broken down into categories of skills to show where a student is doing well or needs some extra 
help. Teachers and parents can this use information to provide more focused supports or to 
find opportunities for advanced coursework, depending on the student’s needs. 

 

3-8 Science            

The science test has never included a Part I. It will be given in two subparts at the end of the 
school year for grades 3-8. This test has not yet been reworked to include multiple types of 
questions, but while it is still a multiple-choice test with rigorous questions, the department 
plans to redesign the test in future years to better capture what students are learning and able 
to do, which would give it a similar feel to the other state assessments. The science test has not 
changed in time from last year 



Required 

Yes, State 

Applicable Federal/State Law 

ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act) 

Purpose & Use 

Measure student mastery of grade level content standards and demonstrate progress on the 
path to postsecondary and the workforce. Provide feedback on student academic progress, 
comparison of performance against student’s peers, inform curricular and instructional 
decisions at all levels, and to inform state intervention and support. 

Administration Window 

April 17, 2017 – May 5, 2017 

Length of Assessment 

Grades 3:  Subpart 1: 53 minutes   

Subpart 2: 51 minutes   

Total: 104 minutes  (no change) 

Grades 4 – 8:  Subpart 1: 48 minutes  

Subpart 2: 47 minutes 

Total: 95 minutes   (no change) 

 

Results to Parents & Students 

With this assessment, you will receive a detailed parent report, where each subject will be 
broken down into categories of skills to show where a student is doing well or needs some extra 
help. Teachers and parents can this use information to provide more focused supports or to 
find opportunities for advanced coursework, depending on the student’s needs. 

 

 



3-8 Social Studies           

Part I has been eliminated, and the entire test in grades 3-8 will be a field test this year. All 
students will participate in the field test during the 2016-17 end-of-year test window. Field tests 
are not scored for a grade and do not factor into educators’ evaluations. Instead, field testing is 
a process that education leaders and psychometricians use to ensure that, for future tests, 
students are only scored on test questions that are valid and appropriate for them to take. The 
grade 3-8 field test will be given in one, 50-minute test. That is 85-95 minutes shorter than last 
year’s test—a reduction of as much as 66 percent, or two-thirds 

Required 

Yes, State 

Applicable Federal/State Law 

ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act) 

Purpose & Use 

Measure student mastery of grade level content standards and demonstrate progress on the 
path to postsecondary and the workforce. Provide feedback on student academic progress, 
comparison of performance against student’s peers, inform curricular and instructional 
decisions at all levels, and to inform state intervention and support. 

Administration Window 

April 17, 2017 – May 5, 2017 

Length of Assessment 

Grades 3 - 8:  Field Test: 50 minutes 

  Total: 50 minutes 

 

Results to Parents & Students 

With this assessment, you will not receive a detailed parent report. Field tests are not scored 
for a grade and do not factor into educators’ evaluations. Instead, field testing is a process that 
education leaders and psychometricians use to ensure that, for future tests, students are only 
scored on test questions that are valid and appropriate for them to take. 



Grades 9 – 12  EOC’s          

High School students will take state assessments for courses with End of Course exams (EOC’s): 

• English I/II/III 
• Algebra I/Geometry/Algebra II 
• U.S. History 
• Chemistry 

• Biology 
 

English I/II/III 

Required 

Yes, State 

Applicable Federal/State Law 

ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act) 

Purpose & Use 

Measure student mastery of grade level content standards and demonstrate progress on the 
path to postsecondary and the workforce. Provide feedback on student academic progress, 
comparison of performance against student’s peers, inform curricular and instructional 
decisions at all levels, and to inform state intervention and support. 

Administration Window 

Fall Block:  November 28, 2016 – December 16, 2016 

Spring Block:  April 17, 2017 – May 5, 2017 

Length of Assessment 

English I/II/III:  Subpart 1: 85 minutes (writing) 

  Subpart 2: 50 minutes 

  Subpart 3:  50 minutes 

  Subpart 4:  45 minutes 

Total:  230 minutes  (120 minute reduction) 



Results to Parents & Students 

Quick score reports will be available in early January for fall block and by the end of the school 
year for spring block. Individual student reports will be mailed in early summer to districts. 

 

Algebra I/Geometry/Algebra II 

Required 

Yes, State 

Applicable Federal/State Law 

ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act) 

Purpose & Use 

Measure student mastery of grade level content standards and demonstrate progress on the 
path to postsecondary and the workforce. Provide feedback on student academic progress, 
comparison of performance against student’s peers, inform curricular and instructional 
decisions at all levels, and to inform state intervention and support. 

Administration Window 

Fall Block:  November 28, 2016 – December 16, 2016 

Spring Block:  April 17, 2017 – May 5, 2017 

Length of Assessment 

Algebra I/Geometry/Algebra II:  Subpart 1: 35 minutes 

     Subpart 2: 55 minutes 

     Subpart 3:  55 minutes 

     Total:  145 minutes  (65 minute reduction) 

Results to Parents & Students 

Quick score reports will be available in early January for fall block and by the end of the school 
year for spring block. Individual student reports will be mailed in early summer to districts. 

 



TCAP EOC Biology and Chemistry          

The science test has never included a Part I. It will be given in  one sitting for the End of Course 
exams. This test has not yet been reworked to include multiple types of questions, but while it 
is still a multiple-choice test with rigorous questions, the department plans to redesign the test 
in future years to better capture what students are learning and able to do, which would give it 
a similar feel to the other state assessments. The science test has not changed in time from last 
year 

Required 

Yes, State 

Applicable Federal/State Law 

ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act) 

Purpose & Use 

Measure student mastery of grade level content standards and demonstrate progress on the 
path to postsecondary and the workforce. Provide feedback on student academic progress, 
comparison of performance against student’s peers, inform curricular and instructional 
decisions at all levels, and to inform state intervention and support. 

 

Administration Window 

Fall Block:  November 28, 2016 – December 16, 2016 

Spring Block:  April 17, 2017 – May 5, 2017 

Length of Assessment 

Biology/Chemistry: Subpart 1: 75 minutes 

   Total:  75 minutes  (no change) 

Results to Parents & Students 

Quick score reports will be available in early January for fall block and by the end of the school 
year for spring block. Individual student reports will be mailed in early summer to districts. 

 



TCAP EOC US History            

U.S. history, which is the only state End of Course exam in social studies, will be given in three subparts 
at the end of the semester and will be 40 minutes shorter than last year.  

Required 

Yes, State 

Applicable Federal/State Law 

ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act) 

Purpose & Use 

Measure student mastery of grade level content standards and demonstrate progress on the path to 
postsecondary and the workforce. Provide feedback on student academic progress, comparison of 
performance against student’s peers, inform curricular and instructional decisions at all levels, and to 
inform state intervention and support. 

 

Administration Window 

Fall Block:  November 28, 2016 – December 16, 2016 

Spring Block:  April 17, 2017 – May 5, 2017 

Length of Assessment 

US History: Subpart 1:  50 minutes (Writing) 

  Subpart 2:  45 minutes 

  Subpart 3:  45 minutes 

  Total:  140 minutes  (40 minute reduction) 

 

Results to Parents & Students 

Quick score reports will be available in early January for fall block and by the end of the school year for 
spring block. Individual student reports will be mailed in early summer to districts. 

 

 



Special Populations         

Students with Disabilities 

National Center and State Collaborate (NCSC) 

During the 2016-17 school year, TCAP-Alt will include the National Center and State Collaborate (NCSC) 
Assessment in Reading/Language Arts and Math, as well as the TCAP-Alt portfolio assessment in Science 
and Social Studies. TCAP-Alt is an alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards. This 
assessment is appropriate for students with a significant cognitive disability as determined by the 
Individual Education Plan (IEP) team. All of these assessments will be administered online. 

Required 

Yes 

Applicable Federal/State Law 

The development of alternate achievement standards for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities and their use for making adequate yearly progress (AYP) decisions is authorized under a 
Department regulation (34 C.F.R. Part 200) published on December 9, 2003.  The Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and title I require 
inclusion of all students with disabilities in the State assessment system. 

Purpose & Use 

This test is given to help measure how much a student grows academically over the course of a school 
year. 

Administration Window 

March 6 – May 12, 2017 

Reading/Language Arts and Math will be administered in spring 2017 over a two month window.  

Science and Social Studies may begin to collect data on the first day of school.   

Length of Assessment 

• NCSC English/Language Arts: Administered over a two month testing window 

• NCSC Math: Administered over a two month testing window 

• Alt Science: Data collection may begin on the first day of school through the end of January 2017 

• Alt Social Studies: Data collection may begin on the first day of school through the end of 
January 2017 



Results to Parents & Students 

Districts receive individual performance reports which detail student performance in early summer. 
Districts can choose how and when to share these reports with parents. 

 

 

ACCESS for English Learners         

During the 2016-17 school year, English Learners will take the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs to determine 
language proficiency. ACCESS assesses students in the four language domains of Listening, Speaking, 
Reading, and Writing. 

Required 

Yes 

Applicable Federal/State Law 

Administered in accordance with Federal policy. 

Purpose & Use 

Administered to English Learners to evaluate English proficiency. 

Administration Window 

3/6/2017 – 4/21/2017 

Length of Assessment 

The test is self-paced with target administration times for each section of the test as follows: 

• Listening: Up to 40 minutes 

• Reading: Up to 35 minutes 

• Speaking: Up to 30 minutes 

• Writing Tier A: Up to 45 minutes 

• Writing Tiers B/C: Up to 60 minutes 

 

Results to Parents & Students 



Additional information is posted to https://www.wida.us/membership/states/Tennessee.aspx 

- See more at: https://www.tn.gov/education/topic/testing-dates#sthash.m91s08Jw.dpuf 

 

 

Additional Assessments for Specific Grades      

ACT (11th Graders) 

Required 

Yes;   Grade 11 

Applicable Federal/State Law 

Administered in accordance with T.C.A §49-6-6001(b). 

Purpose & Use 

These exams are used to measure college readiness and HOPE scholarship eligibility. 

All Tennessee students receive one free voucher for either ACT or SAT; requests for vouchers should be 
at the student’s school. 

Administration Window 

Statewide ACT Assessment:    March 21, 2017    Make Up Test (April 19, 2017) 

ACT Senior ReTake (Grade 12):  October 22, 2016   (Only for Seniors who took the ACT as a junior.) 

 

Students may also take the ACT Weekday Test. These test dates are listed at ACT Registration | Test 
Dates in the U.S., U.S. Territories, and Canada. 

Students may also take the SAT on the dates listed at US SAT Registration.. 

Participation in the statewide administration counts as using a voucher. 

Length of Assessment 

ACT: 

• English: 45 minutes 

https://www.wida.us/membership/states/Tennessee.aspx
https://www.tn.gov/education/topic/testing-dates%23sthash.m91s08Jw.dpuf
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/dates.html
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/dates.html
http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/sat-us-dates


• Math: 60 minutes 

• Reading: 35 minutes 

• Science: 35 minutes 

• Writing: 30 minutes 

SAT: 

• 25-minute essay 

• Six 25-minute sections (mathematics, critical reading and writing) 

• Two 20-minute sections (mathematics, critical reading and writing) 

• 10-minute multiple choice   writing section 

Results to Parents & Students 

For ACT, student level reports are provided to students approximately three to eight weeks after the 
administration of the assessment by ACT. 

You may find information about the delivery of student level scores at SAT Scores 

- See more at: https://www.tn.gov/education/topic/testing-dates#sthash.m91s08Jw.dpuf 

 

National Assessment for Educational Progress (NAEP)      

NAEP produces The Nation’s Report Card and is considered the gold standard for large-scale 
assessment. It is the largest nationally representative assessment of what U.S. students know 
and can do in key subjects, which allows Tennesseans to see how our students are performing 
compared to peers in other states. 

NAEP assessments began in 1969 and are sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education. They 
are conducted periodically in reading, math, science, writing, U.S. history, civics, geography, and 
other subjects. Tennessee has participated in the state assessments since 1992. In October 
2015, we learned how Tennessee and the nation performed on the 2015 math and reading 
assessments, which was taken by students in fourth and eighth grade. 

The NAEP Questions Tool contains sample questions and data from items in previous tests. 

Required 

Yes 

http://sat.collegeboard.org/scores/
https://www.tn.gov/education/topic/testing-dates%23sthash.m91s08Jw.dpuf
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/landing.aspx


Applicable Federal/State Law 

Administered in accordance with the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 §1111 (b)(3)(C)(ix)(III) which 
requires the state to participate in the biennial state academic assessments of fourth and eighth grade 
reading and mathematics. 

Purpose & Use 

Only a small sample of Tennessee fourth and eighth graders will take this test. This test, often called the 
nation’s report card, measures Tennessee’s academic achievement against other states also taking this 
test.  

Administration Window 

Grades 4 and 8 will participate in the assessment between January 30 and March 10, 2017 

Length of Assessment 

Students spend up to 90 minutes on most NAEP assessments. This includes setting up, taking the 
assessment (up to 60 minutes), and getting back to instructional activities.  

Results to Parents & Students 

No student level results provided 

 

 

District Mandated Assessments        

Universal Screener/Benchmark 

 

REQUIRED 

Yes 

 

APPLICABLE FEDERAL/STATE LAW 

The Response to Instruction and Intervention (RTI²) will be the mandated methodology for delivery of 
instruction in the general education curriculum in all local education agencies in the state, effective July 
1, 2014 

 



PURPOSE & USE 

This benchmark assessment is given to students in Kindergarten through eighth grade in math and 
reading. The data is used for screening, instructional placement, and progress monitoring.   

 

ADMINISTRATION WINDOW 

Three times per year. 

Fall:   September  6 – 23, 2016   

Winter:   January  9 – 27, 2017 

Spring:    May 1 - 19, 2017     

 

LENGTH OF ASSESSMENT 

Approximately 5 -15 minutes per student 

 

RTI² Intervention Progress Monitoring 

REQUIRED 

Yes 

APPLICABLE FEDERAL/STATE LAW 

The Response to Instruction and Intervention (RTI²) will be the mandated methodology for delivery of 
instruction in the general education curriculum in all local education agencies in the state, effective July 
1, 2014 

 

PURPOSE & USE 

The data from the intervention progress monitoring is required documentation for the Response to 
Instruction and Intervention (RTI²) Initiative. It will be used to determine student growth and for 
placement in intervention tiers. 

ADMINISTRATION WINDOW 

Ongoing 



Progress monitoring assessments will be given to Tier 2 and 3 students only. Tier 2 students will be 
assessed once every two weeks. Tier 3 students will be assessed weekly.  

LENGTH OF ASSESSMENT 

Depends on Intervention Program being used. 

RESULTS TO PARENTS & STUDENTS 

Parents will receive Progress Monitoring Reports every 4 1/2 weeks for students that are in Tiers 2 and 
3. 

 

 

Required Field Testing for 2016 – 2017       

Tennessee districts and schools will participate in required field tests during the 
2016 – 2017 school year. Field tests will not be included in teacher, school, or 
district accountability results, and student performance will not be reported. Field 
tests are very important for informing future test design – the information from 
field tests is used to development future assessments using authentic student 
data. 

 

The following field tests are required for students in identified grades and subjects. These field 
tests support the development of future assessments, and districts and schools must participate. 

 

ELA (Grades 3-11) 

 Field Test Window: March 2017 (specific dates TBD) 

 Time: 75 minutes (Grades 3–5) 85 minutes (Grades 6–11)  

Students in selected districts will participate in ELA field tests outside the operational testing 
window. The ELA field test will include one subpart featuring a writing prompt. Only one-third 
to one-half of students will need to participate in this field test, and the group of students 
selected to participate will rotate each year. Districts and schools selected must participate in 
this field test. Those districts will be notified in September 2016. 



US History 

 Field Test Window: March 2017 (specific dates TBD)  

Time: 50 minutes  

Students in selected districts will participate U.S. history field tests outside the operational 
testing window. The U.S. history field test will include one subpart featuring an extended 
response item. Only one-third to one-half of students will need to participate in this field test, 
and the group of students selected to participate will rotate each year. Districts and schools 
selected must participate in this field test. Those districts will be notified in September 2016.  

 

Social Studies (Grades 3-8) 

Field Test Window: April 17 – May 5, 2016  

Time: 50 minutes  

There will not be an operational social studies test for students in grades 3–8 in 2016-17. 
However, all students will participate in a mandatory social studies field test. Testing times for 
the field test will be approximately 50 minutes. This field test will be administered during the 
same window as the operational assessments at the end of the school year. 

 

 


